Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,
I am grateful for the generosity displayed by the membership of this church. Day in and day out you
Exemplify the life and example of Christ in your thoughts, words and deeds. You are giving of your time, talents and
material offerings in extraordinary ways.
Community involvement-Your gifts of time and treasure are vital to this type of outreach. You have delivered hot meals
for Mobile Meals, volunteered at the Good Neighbor Clinic, dropped off items for Sauk Prairie School Students in Need
and distributed food at the Food Pantry. You have made a positive difference in the life of the Sauk Prairie Community by
giving of yourself.
Capital Campaign-We are off to a very positive start thus far, raising about $7,500 of the $57,000 goal. The parsonage
porch repair ($15,000) and the bell tower repair ($42,000) are necessary maintenance issues that must be addressed
moving forward. The members of this congregation have strongly supported building projects throughout the years which
has left a legacy to benefit generations to come. People of all ages have contributed to our most recent capital campaign
with the Sunday school raising $400 through their art sale.
H.E.L.P.-The Help Excite Little People toy ministry is in full swing. Donations are being dropped off daily and these items
are taken down to the “workshop” for a little TLC. Our “elves” are hard at work washing and re-conditioning these gently
used toys to be distributed to local families in need of some extra Christmas joy. We often take for granted how good we
have it and that our children and grandchildren have presents under the Christmas tree to open. Unfortunately, many
families do not have that luxury. This is a vital community outreach which positively impacts the lives of young people.
OCWM- Our Church’s Wider Mission is an offering over and above what it takes to fund the ministry of First UCC. This
offering makes it possible to fund the ministry of the wider church-the Wisconsin Conference UCC and the National United
Church of Christ. These instrumentalities of the United Church of Christ offer programming, curriculum and resourcing to
local congregations. Also, missions at home and around the world are supported with this outreach.
2022 Offering Goal Cards-We’ve had a positive response to our stewardship program Rooted in Love. God has blessed us
richly and abundantly and we respond by giving back a portion to be used in God’s service. Our gifts of time, talent and
treasure is what make the ministry of First UCC happen. We give thanks for our church, which keeps us firmly rooted in
worship, fellowship, mission and service.
Let us continue to be the blessing God has intended us to be. With the greatest of hope!
Grace & Peace,
Pastor Bill

December Sunday School News

●

On November 7th after the church service we decorated Veterans cards for our community and Filled a
Thanksgiving table for the Food Pantry.

●

The Youth Art Show raised $400 for the Capital Campaign. Thank you to our Artists and those who
purchased artwork.

●

Youth Group met on November 17th to play a Christmas Family Game

●

Thank you to Carly Kinnamon for helping with the outlines for our window painting this year.

●

December 5th we will be having a
○ Toy Drive for H.E.L.P. where people can bring in new toys and products
○ We will be Caroling (outdoor depending on weather) and/or Creating Holiday Cards depending on Covid Precautions.
Our SUPER Christmas Program will be on December 12th during the 9:00 am church service. Masks will be mandated at the
9:00 church service.

●

●

At this time we will NOT be doing the Culver’s Gift Cards. Due to changes in contacts and time commitments we do not feel it
is possible this year.

●

Happy Birthday Jesus will occur on December 19th for Sunday School during our class time.

●

Let us know if you still need to enroll for Sunday School and/ or Confirmation.
Church Office (608) 643-8387 or email at firstuccsaukce@gmail.com .

●

Our Sunday School follows the lead of Sauk Prairie School District for our masking policy and calendar. This plan gets updated
weekly at https://www.saukprairieschools.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=498855&type=d
Pastor Bill and Mrs. Brickl will closely follow the decisions being made by the district.

●

The Adult Sunday School Class has started their video series The Chosen. This can be viewed with the group on Sunday
mornings at 10:20 am in the Fireside Room or stream online at: https://watch.angelstudios.com/thechosen/watch

Open & Affirming Sub-Committee Meeting
November 4, 2021

In Attendance: Shirlee Lendved, Dennis Kahn, Barb Sprecher, Dean Sprecher and Christy
Kinnamon
In Spirit: Pastor Bill Kapp (tried to conference call in to meeting) and Tammie Huerth

Shirlee had shared examples of other churches' Open and Affirming covenants for the
committee to review prior to starting the process of crafting our covenant statement to be
voted on in the future. She also had a draft of an idea that was shared out with the group to get
input on.

At next month’s meeting, we will hope to have a completed draft to share out.

The committee hopes to bring a draft to the congregation in the December or January Scoop
Newsletter for input, with the hope of voting on the covenant at the annual meeting this coming
spring.

Meetings for the committee in December, January and February will take place at church.

Next meeting: December 2nd @ 5:00pm at church

Consistory Minutes
First United Church of Christ
Thursday, November 18, 2021

Those Present: Dean Dahnert, Peggy Ganser, Tammy Young, Tammie Huerth, Barbara Sprecher, Rose Kleinert,
Marcy Thurwachter, Pastor Bill

Those Absent: Linda Lehan
Opening Prayer:
Pastor Bill
Pastor Bill’s Report
o See report in December Scoop
Committee Reports and Updates:
o Building & Maintenance
o Nothing to report this month
o Christian Fellowship
o See report in December Scoop
o Finance
o Nothing new to report
o Members in Ministry
o Continuing to make visits to nursing homes, etc when they are open for visitors
o Others are reaching out via phone
o Sunday School/Church Youth Program
o See report in December Scoop
o Sunday School has requested that we mandate masks for the Children’s Program on
December 12th and for the Christmas Eve Service. Barb Sprecher made a motion that we
mandate masks for all services in December, Tammie Huerth seconded. Motion passed
o Stewardship
o See report in December Scoop
o Open & Affirming
o See report in December Scoop
Ongoing Business Update
o Marcy Thurwachter made a motion that we form a Memorial Fund Study Committee consisting of
two members of consistory and two members of the finance committee, Rose Kleinert seconded.
Motion passed
o Parsonage is now vacant. Some cleaning and minor repairs have been completed.
New Business Issues
Heather Miller made a motion to adjourn, Tammy Young seconded. Meeting
adjourned.
Closing Prayer:

Pastor Bill

Next Consistory Meeting: December 16, 2021

Dear Consistory,
We are nearing the end of the liturgical year this upcoming Sunday, November 21. It will be the last Sunday in Pentecost
(known as Reign of Christ Sunday) and in the Year B Revised Common Lectionary readings. A primary liturgical color
during the season of Pentecost is green, signifying growth in the life of the church. This growth has been made possible by
the power of the Holy Spirit during this time known as the Half-Year of the Church.
There have been many signs of spiritual growth and the Holy Spirit’s presence at First UCC Sauk City during the past 26
weeks. Members of the church who have stepped up to lead worship in my absence: Christian Fellowship, Dean Dahnert,
Theresa Grimes, Carol Hehenberger, Tim Homar, Dennis Kahn, Scott Kinnamon and Mark Pierick. I’m grateful for our
liturgists who help to lead us during the worship service (special thanks to Tammie Huerth for coordinating). I’m
encouraged having more people participate in our media ministry, which oversees the radio broadcasts and YouTube live
streams on Sunday morning. I’m grateful for members who visit and drop off food to shut-in members of the church. It
has been so nice to be back singing in the choir on Wednesday nights. If you look around the church, you can see the
Home Harvest Table filling up with donations for the Sauk Prairie food pantry. You can see items for Sauk Prairie School
Students in Need being dropped off. You can see “elves” cleaning gently used toys in preparation for this year’s H.E.L.P.
Toy Distribution on December 18. The signs of the Holy Spirit’s presence are everywhere!
The season of Advent begins on November 28. This will be the first Sunday in the Year C Revised Common Lectionary
readings and the first Sunday in that time of the church year known as the Half-Year of our Lord, which will take us
through the liturgical seasons of Christmas, Epiphany Lent and Easter.
In terms of my report:

1.) The Feed My Starving Children Food Pack Event went well on October 28. First UCC had 18 mixed
generation volunteers working at two different stations.
2.) Continued participation in clergy development meetings on Zoom. We’re scheduled to meet on 11/19 and
I facilitate the meeting on 12/3.
3.) I will be participating with neighboring clergy in a community Thanksgiving Eve service at St. John’s
Lutheran Church.
4.) I will be leading worship at the Maplewood scheduled for 12/16.
5.) Scheduled visit to Back Bay Mission June 12-18, 2022. We will need to organize our group in the weeks
to come.
Regards,
Pastor Bill

Christian Fellowship no meeting in November
Very special thanks to: Dianna Woerpel, Peggy Ganser, Tammie Huerth, and Deb Tschudy for their
help in cleaning the church on Saturday, October 24th.

Happy Thanksgiving!
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures forever. - Psalm 118:1

Let’s talk December
Thank you, Deb Tschudy, for gathering readers for Advent Season:

✓ November 28th –

Nathan, Brigitta and Briann Brickl

✓ December 5th –

Stacy and Corey Noltner & family

✓ December 12th –

Tim & Katie Homar & family

✓ December 19th -

Missy, Audrey & Izabel Brickl

✓ December 24th –

Jennifer Brickl and family

✓ Holiday Craft/Bake Sale: December 5th. Sale items will be set-up in the Church
Entrance/Narthex for purchase from 8:15–9am and after service 10–10:30 am. Foods
must be wrapped and priced. All proceeds will be donated to the Capital Campaign fund.
✓ Goodies for our shut-ins: December 12th. If you are baking this year, might you bake an

extra dozen 😊 and bring to church on December 12th – those cookies will be placed in
treat boxes and delivered to our members who cannot be with us in person. They will be
delivered the 13th – 17th. Thank you for your generosity.

Wishing you and your families a happy, healthy, and
safe holiday season
Christian Fellowship

STEWARDSHIP MEETING REPORT NOVEMBER 2021
The Stewardship Committee met virtually on Tuesday, November 16. All members were present. Pastor Bill reported on
the status of the return of the “goal” cards. Currently there have been 52 cards returned. Tom L. commented on the
change from pledge cards to goal cards, that it seemed less of a hard commitment. We will continue to encourage return
of the cards until the end of the year. Pastor Bill shared that there will be another mailing with a follow-up of the
Stewardship Campaign and the goal cards. As in years past, the committee will write personalized thank-you notes to
those who returned their cards.
Many churches and businesses in our communities participate in the St. Vincent’s Caring Tree program. Marcy T.
suggested that for Christmas 2022, First UCC sponsor a Caring Tree. The committee agreed this would be another avenue
to give back to the community. Marcy T. will be in contact with Sharon Kizer for next year.
Due to concerns regarding the pandemic, there will not be any Salvation Army bell ringing again this year. Linda L.
suggested that we position a kettle in the narthex so members can contribute that way. Pastor Bill will contact other
churches to see if they would be interested in having a kettle. We will also publicize other ways to contribute to the
Salvation Army as that money does come back to help those in need in our community.
Assignments were made for Stewardship messages on December 5 (Linda), January 9 (Tom), and February 6
(Sherri). Marcy and Rose Kleinert will be giving Capital
Campaign updates throughout those months.
The Capital Campaign continues to make steady gains. The
current total is $7520.
The meeting adjourned with the next meeting date to be
determined.

Wednesday, Dec 1, 10 am to Noon
Friday, Dec 3, 10 am to Noon
Monday, Dec 6, 10 am to Noon
Thursday, Dec 9, 10 am to Noon
You can H.E.L.P.
(Help Excite Little People!)
The Help Excite Little People Project will still happen this
year! Please consider sharing your gently used toys and
items for teens with those in need! We are requesting that
the donations are washed this year. Please mark your
bags/boxes “Clean” The items can be brought to the
Washington Avenue doors of the church and left in or near
the bins to the right of the doors.

Monday, Dec 13, 10 am to Noon
Tuesday, Dec 14, 6:30 to 8:00 pm
Thursday Dec 16, 10 am to Noon
Friday, Dec 17, 10 am- Move boxes

🎁 spread the word that we’re collecting toys and items for
teens.

🎁 Make monetary donations if you don’t have items to
recycle. Checks can be made out to: Help Excite Little
People and delivered to church.

🎁 Volunteer to be an “elf”... wash, fix, and organize toys.
We will meet in the Sanctuary basement. We will clean at
various stations to provide social distancing. If the “elves”
prefer, they can come on the scheduled days and pick up a
box or bag to clean at home instead of here at church.
These items can be returned the next time we clean or can
be left by our collection bins anytime, but please label them
as “CLEAN” and include your name.

🎁 Pick one or join us for as many as you are able.
🎁 Please park across the street or in the church parking lot.
The 4K buses need to pull up in front of the Education
Building.
🎁 if you have any questions, please contact: Margaret
at 643-6327 or mmcfarlane1219@gmail.com

DECEMBER SCHEDULE:

Thank you to all who have
helped spread our Ministry
throughout 2021.
Your time and donations are
greatly appreciated
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During the month of
December Church activities
we ask that all who enter
and/or attend to please wear
a mask or face covering in
order to help prevent Covid19 as it is on the rise during
this Holiday season. We
appreciate your help and
cooperation

May the Love of Christ fill your home
this Holiday season
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Christmas Eve worship service will
be held on December 24th at 7pm.

Masks are required in the church at
all times. Thank you for your
cooperation.
If you are uncomfortable with inperson worship, Please listen to the
Sunday Radio Broadcast or watch us
on YouTube.
WRPQ Radio, AM 740, FM 99.7
Live Stream Audio from WRPQ.com
website

Monday, Dec 6, 10 am to Noon
Thursday, Dec 9, 10 am to Noon
Monday, Dec 13, 10 am to Noon
Tuesday, Dec 14, 6:30 to 8:00 pm
Thursday Dec 16, 10 am to Noon
Friday, Dec 17, 10 am- Move boxes
H.E.L.P:
Wednesday, Dec 1, 10 am to Noon
Friday, Dec 3, 10 am to Noon

December 2: O&A Subcommittee @5:00pm at
church

Christian Fellowship
December 5th Holiday Craft/Bake Sale:
December 12th Goodies for our shut-ins:
Sunday School activities
December 5th Toy Drive for H.E.L.P where people
can bring in new toys and products
We will be caroling (outdoor depending on
weather) and/or creating Holiday cards depending
on Covid precautions
December 12th Super Christmas Program 9:00am
during church service
December 19th Happy Birthday Jesus will
occur during class time
Consistory: December 16th
Stewardship: next meeting to be determined
December 24: Christmas Eve service 7pm

You are invited to attend the 2022 No
Regrets Men’s Conference is coming
up fast!
“I press on toward the goal to win the
prize for which God has called me
Heavenward in Christ Jesus.”
These days are challenging! We need
men who can purposefully PRESS ON.
The No Regrets Men’s Conference will
ignite your spiritual passion for Christ
and lay the foundation for you to press
on with world-class speakers and
thought leaders, inspiring worship and
compelling discussions.
Join us on February 5, 2022 for a small
group gathering of men at First UCC.

We’ll have donuts for breakfast and pizza
for lunch and lots of opportunities for
fellowship while we listen and learn.

Please let the church office know if you
plan to attend so we can plan
accordingly for food.
For additional information including
details about the speakers, please visit

this web site:
https://www.noregretsconference.org

Radio Ministry
December Memorials
We thank the December

December Anniversaries
In Our Church Family

Gary & Lori Dickerson
35 years on December 6
Frank & Georgia Selden 59 years on December 8
Bev & Herb Feierabend, 68 years on December 19
Ed & Marlene Larsen Sr. 69 years on December 20
Lyle & Dorothy Kuhnau 60 years on December 28
Ronald & Roberta Lipka 58 years on December 28

These 6 couples represent 349 years
of marriage. Congratulations to you
all!!

Greetings to all those celebrating
birthdays and anniversaries in
December!
(We acknowledge 1st anniversaries;
anniversaries ending in 0 or 5; and over 50)
sponsors of our 9:00 am Sunday

Please let us know if we missed
you on the December birthday
calendar

worship service
Radio Broadcasts: Jamie & Karen
Wittwer in loving memory of:

Grandpa & Grandma (Ernest & Alice
Wittwer, Sr.) Wedding Anniversary November
2
9
t
h
Sunday 9 AM Worship is Broadcast on WRPQ
Radio, AM 740, FM 99.7 or Live Stream Audio
from the WRPQ.com website.
Reverend Bill Kapp
Office hours:
Tuesday through Friday: 9 am to Noon
Saturday: 9:30 am to 11:30 am and by
appointment
Pastor Bill:
608-370-2249

Home phone:
Email:

bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
First UCC
am to Noon

Office hours:
Monday through Friday
Office phone:
608-643-8387

Email:
office@ucc-saukcity.org
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SALVATION ARMY
Due to continuing concerns with the pandemic, there
will not be any bell ringing locally for the Salvation
Army’s Kettle Campaign. Instead, you will find a kettle
located in the narthex and we encourage you to
contribute to the kettle. If writing a check, please make
it out to Salvation Army. Donations may also be mailed
or dropped off at the church office. Donations to the
Salvation Army return to our communities where the
funds are used to provide vouchers for food and
temporary housing. Thank-you!

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart – not
reluctantly or under compulsion – for God loves a
cheerful giver.” – 2 Corinthians 9:7

As we continue our Capital Campaign, we currently
have received donations totaling $7520. Our goal is
$57,000 which will be used to repair the bell tower and
replace the parsonage’s front porch. We have secured
contractors and bids for both projects which will begin
as soon as the weather cooperates in the spring. We
encourage you to make a donation. On your check
make sure that you write Capital Campaign in the
memo line. Thank-you!

GOAL CARDS
Thank-you! As of November 16, 52 goal cards have
been returned as a result of our fall Stewardship
Campaign. The goal cards are used to provide the
Finance Committee with guidance as they prepare the
next year’s annual budget. If you have not returned
your card there is still time. Goals cards may be
returned up until the end of the year.

Stock The Schools!
Collections of items monthly will be delivered to the
Sauk
Prairie Middle School for students in need. In
December we are collecting jars of peanut butter
and jelly. Along with personal items of full size
bottles of shampoo and conditioner. Drop your
donations in the bin just inside the north side
church doors on Sundays or during the week in the
bin outside the Education Building doors. Thankyou for your support!

