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“The D.I.S.H.”
Developing Inclusivity and Selfless Hospitality

Save the Date...Movie Night with O & A
For the Bible Tells Me So…
June 6, 2021 at 10:15 in the sanctuary (after
church service)
From Amazon…”Winner of the Audience Award for Best
Documentary at the Seattle Interntional Film Festival, Dan
Karslake's provocative, entertaining documentary
brilliantly reconciles homosexuality and Biblical scripture,
and in the process reveals that Church-sanctioned
anti-gay bias is based solely upon a significant (and often
malicious) misinterpretation of the Bible. As the film notes,
most Christians live their lives today without feeling
obliged to kill anyone who works on the Sabbath or eats
shrimp.
Through the experience of five very normal, very Christian , very American families including those of former House Majority Leader Richard Gephardt and Episcopalian
Bishop Gene Robinson - we discover how insightful people of faith handle the
realization of having a gay child. With commentary by such respected voices as
Bishop Desmond Tutu, Harvard's Peter Gomes, Orthodox Rabbi Steve Greenberg
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and Reverend Jimmy Creech, ``For The Bible Tells Me So” offers healing, clarity and
understanding to anyone caught in the crosshairs of scripture and sexual identity.”

Coming Soon...Book Study #2. We’ve Been Here All Along, by R.
Richard Wagner
With the positive response from the Raising Ryland
book study, we are offering another opportunity to the
congregation. If you are interested, please let the church
office know by June 1st. We will set up discussions in
July, dates to be determined. The book is available in
the library system—there are 30 copies, only 3 holds on
it. Anyone who goes in and places a hold should have it
within a week.
Amazon says…”The first of two groundbreaking
volumes on gay history in Wisconsin, We’ve Been Here
All Along provides an illuminating and nuanced picture
of Wisconsin’s gay history from the reporting on the
Oscar Wilde trials of 1895 to the landmark Stonewall
Riots of 1969. Throughout these decades, gay Wisconsinites developed identities,
created support networks, and found ways to thrive in their communities despite
various forms of suppression—from the anti-vice crusades of the early twentieth
century to the post-war labeling of homosexuality as an illness to the Lavender
Scare of the 1950s.
In We’ve Been Here All Along, R. Richard Wagner draws on historical research and
materials from his own extensive archive to uncover previously hidden stories of gay
Wisconsinites. This book honors their legacy and confirms that they have been
foundational to the development and evolution of the state since its earliest days.”
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This post was on Facebook...we thought it explained LGBTQ in simple, sensitive
language.

“Tonight my daughter (she is eight years old) asked
Me, “What does LGBTQ mean?” And before I could
answer her my Mom said, “she doesn’t need to know
about that.”
I told my daughter, “the L is for lesbian which is
romantic love between two women, the G is for gay,
which is romantic love between two men, the B is
for Bi which is when someone has romantic love for
both men and women, the Q is for questioning or queer
which is when someone understands they are not hetero,
and the T is for when someone transitions from one gender
to another so they are living in their true form and true to
their heart. All of this is about love, how people find love
in the world and how people love themselves for who they
are.
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Aurora said, “I understand, that’s really beautiful.”
Part of breaking unhealthy cycles in family structure
is talking to your children and teaching them love and
understanding and breaking old stigmas and misinformation.
I understand that some people of older generations think
that it’s about sex, but the question my daughter asked wasn’t
about sex, it was about love.”...Unknown

Are you interested in learning more about LGBTQ? Our church
library is adding resources to help.
Be an Inclusive Ally: ABCs of the LBGTQ+
Raising Ryland

So, I’ve been thinking...will being an Open & Affirming
church affect our attendance/membership? Check out this link
for some interesting statistics on how O & A has affected congregations
https://www.ucc.org/onas_have_more_members_fewer_closures_than_other_uc
c_churches_study_finds/
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Upcoming Dates that Celebrate the LGBTQ+ community
May 17th...International Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia, and
Biphobia, represents an annual landmark to draw the attention of decision-makers, the media,
the public, opinion leaders, and local authorities to the situation faced by lesbian, gay, bisexuals,
and transgender, and intersex people and those who do not conform to sexual and gender
norms. https://may17.org/

May 24th...Pansexual and Panromantic Awareness and Visibility Day, is a day
to celebrate the pansexual and panromantic community and educate others on the community.
https://thepancommunity.tumblr.com/faq

JUNE...LGBTQA+ Pride Month (U.S.) is celebrated in June in honor of the Stonewall
Riots, though pride events occur throughout the year. It also marks the month that same-sex
marriage was made legal in the United States in 2015.
https://www.loc.gov/lgbt-pride-month/about/

June 28th...Stonewall Riots Anniversary
https://www.history.com/topics/gay-rights/the-stonewall-riots
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