April 18, 2020 - A Mini-Worship Service by Theresa Grimes
Opening Prayer:
Generous God, we thank you for your presence with us in all our lives. As we gather
this morning we are reminded of the many times we have doubted and feared. Today
banish our fears with the memory of the resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ. Remind
us again that through all our troubles, doubts, and fears, your power, mercy and love
are with us. Amen.
Prayer of Confession
Even though we have come through the joy of Easter and the triumphant Easter songs,
yet we doubt, Lord. Like Thomas who walked the Judean countryside with Jesus, we
still have trouble believing in the resurrection of Jesus. We easily slip back into the
darkness of doubts. We move the joy of Easter into the past and continue in a
downward path to confusion. Shine your bright light of joy upon us. Lighten our dark
path. Help us to believe, even though we have not seen you, touched your hands and
side. Help us to proclaim Jesus as our Lord and Savior. Amen.
A Reading from John 20: 19-31
Jesus Appears to the Disciples
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send
you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the
Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins
of any, they are retained.”
Jesus and Thomas
24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin[a]), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he
said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the
mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered
him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
The Purpose of This Book
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may come to believe[b] that
Jesus is the Messiah,[c] the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in
his name.

Offertory Prayer:
Gracious God, who has always promised to be with us: Give us the depth of faith and
hope that does not depend on proof, that we may offer your love and hope to others
who feel as though they dwell in deep darkness, for it is in the name of the Risen Christ
that we pray. Amen.
Blessing:
Go in peace and joy to serve the Lord.
We rejoice in the good news we have heard and go to serve God in all that we do.
May God's blessing continue in and through you to others May God's love also pour
into your heart this day and always. Amen.

